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ENEMY WEAPONS
PART V—GERMAN INFANTRY, ENGINEER AND AIRBORNE WEAPONS

SectioN 1—GERMAN GRENADES AND GRENADE DISCHARGERS

1. Introductory note

In addition to the familiar egg and stick hand grenades (described in Enemy Weapons Part I)
several new types of grenade, both HE and AP, have been developed recently. These are fired from
two different rifle attachments, and from a modified signal pistol.

2. 27 mm Grenade pistol (Kampfpistole) (Fig 1)

This is a modification of a standard German signal pistol. The pistol is constructed of a light
metal alloy, has a rifled barrel, and carries a small dial sight on the left side. The grenade is in the
form of a small nose-fuzed HE round and is fired up to a maximum range of approximately 100 yards.
The pistol will not fire British Verey pistol ammunition. Smoke and indicating rounds (orange
smoke) are also in service. The bases of the HE, smoke, and indicating cartridges are marked
SPR. Z, NEBEL. Z and DEUT. Z, respectively.
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(@) Gemeral pavticulars

Calibre ... oo 27 mm (1'in)
Weight of pistol ... 11b9% oz
Length of pistol vl 9%.4n

Weight of complete round ... DY OZ

Length of complete round ... cay S:1iin

Length of projectile with fuze ... 44in

Type of filling ... Penthrite wax

(b) Preparation for fiving

Break the pistol by pressing down lever forming part of trigger guard. Load grenade and close
pistol smartly.

3. Rifle discharger (cup type) (Schiessbecher) (Fig 2—6)

(@) The zhischa‘rgea' (Fig 2).—This is made of steel, and consists of a rifled barrel which screws
into a holder fitted with a clamp for attaching to the rifle barrel. There are no gas ports, and v arying
ranges are obtained by altering the elevation of the rifle with the aid of a sighting attachment. ‘With
practice, however, the discharger can be used effectively without the sight.
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(b) Ammunition (Figs 3-5)
(i) Three types of grenade are fired, two of which are armour piercing in different sizes and the
third anti-personnel with provision for throwing as a hand grenade.

(ii) Small AP grenade (Gewehy Panzergranate) (Fig 3)

This grenade incorporates the hollow charge principle, 4.e., a shaped cavity is formed at the forward
end of the HE filling with the result that, on impact, a jet of blast is concentrated in a forward
direction. Tt follows, therefore, that the penetration of armour is equal at all ranges, since it depends
on this jet and not on the striking velocity of the projectile. The difficulty of hitting the target,
however, restricts the use of this grenade to ranges up to 100 yards. It is only likely to be effective
against lightly armoured targets.

The body is made in two parts : a forward portion of steel containing the bursting charge and
hollow charge cone, closed by a light metal cap, and a rear portion of light aluminium alloy containing
the fuze and exploder system. A pre-engraved driving band is formed at 6 mm from the rear end
of the grenade.

Other details are as follows :—

Total weight ... ver | 8807
Overall length ... 64in
Weight of filling : e soe (OB 07

(iii) Large AP grenade (Gross Gewehy Panzevgranate) (Fig 4)

This grenade is constructed on similar general lines to (ii) above, except that the front portion
is enlarged and contains a greater burstihg charge. The total weight of the grenade is approximately
12} oz, the weight of the bursting charge 4} oz. This grenade and the one described at (ii) above
should be handled with great care, as they arm very casily.
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(iv) Amnti-personnel grenade (Gewehr Sprenggranate) (Fig 5)

The cylindrical steel body of the grenade contains the HE filling and detonator. It is screw
threaded at the nose to take the fuze body and at the base to take the rifled base fitment.,

When fired from the discharger, the grenade functions on impact, or after 11 seconds, by means
of a self-destroying system should the fuze fail to function.

When thrown by hand, the base fitment is unscrewed and removed, giving access to a cord
attached to a friction igniter. Immediately before throwing, the cord is pulled and the grenade is
detonated after 4§ seconds delay.

Other details are as follows :—

Overall length ovs 0RO
Weight fuzed ... e e Koy
Weight of filling A 01 oy /
Maximum range ... 250 yards

(v) Propelling cartridge

In the case of the small AP grenade and the anti-personnel grenade, this is a standard 7-:92 mm
steel cartridge case closed at the mouth by crimping. For the large AP grenade the cartridge is
provided with a wooden bullet.

The grenades are packed singly in cartons with their appropriate cartridges.

(¢) The sight (Fig 6).—This is in two parts; a fixed portion consisting of a carrier plate and
clamping band, and a moveable portion comprising a sight arm with backsight, foresight, and bubble,
and a range arc. j

The range arc has two scales. The upper for low angle fire is graduated from 0—250 metres,
and the lower for high angle fire, from 50—250 metres (I metre=1-1 yards approx).
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The sight is attached to the left of the rifle by means of the clamping band, immediately to the
rear of the rifle backsight.

The data on the range scale apply only to the anti-personnel grenade. For the two AP grenades
the following corrections should be made :—
Small AP grenade
75 metre graduation corresponds to 100 metres (109 yards) required range.
50 5, ' 65 ,, (75 yards) i
Large AP grenade

125 metre graduation corresponds to 100 metres (109 yards) required range
JO0R 5 . 75", (82 yards)
780 ) » 80) 7, (55 vards)

»

»

4. Rifle discharger (spigot type) (Figs 7-8)
(@) The dischargey

This consists of a tubular spigot of nearly 1 in diameter terminating in a part resembling the
hilt of a bayonet. It is fitted to the rifle, in the same manner as a bayonet, over the bayonet standard
and foresight block, and is locked in position by a spring loaded bolt.

(b) Sights

(i) A swing over blade foresight is fitted to the left side of the base of the spigot.

(ii) A backsight attachment is fitted to the left side of the rifle by means of a metal strap and

thumbscrew. The body, which is moveably attached to the metal strap by means of a carrier plate,
is in the form of a metal box about 5 in in length, on the forward end of which a V is formed. The














































































































































































